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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1961 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  again  I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  to  you. 

For  the  first  time  since  1955,  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the 
mid-year  population  showed  a  decrease  of  300. 

In  1961,  the  last  colliery  closed  in  the  district  and  it  is  hoped  that 
some  more  industries  will  come  to  replace  this  loss. 

There  were  some  slight  changes  in  the  vital  statistics,,  a  small 
increase  in  the  birth  rate  of  1.6  and  of  the  death  rate  of  2.9  per  1,000 
population  on  the  figures  for  i960. 

Four  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  registered  com¬ 
pared  with  two  the  previous  year,  thus  doubling  the  infant  mortality 
rate.  Two  of  these  deaths  in  1961  were  due  to  infective  causes.  This 
is  the  first  time  for  some  years  that  there  has  been  a  death  of  an  infant 
from  an  infective  cause. 

Generally,  the  vital  statistics  of  the  year  showed  minor  fluctuations 
but  were,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory.  There  was  an  increase  of  13  in  the 
number  of  deaths  of  residents  from  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases. 
A  noteworthy  decrease  took  place  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  from 
malignant  neoplasm  from  22  in  i960,  to  14  this  year.  The  decrease 
was  mainly  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  stomach  to  half 
the  number  of  the  previous  year.  There  had  been  a  sudden  increase  in 
deaths  from  this  cause  in  i960.  The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of 
the  lungs  and  bronchi  was  small,  one  death  being  registered  in  both 
1961  and  i960.  Deaths  in  this  classification  for  the  urban  district  have 
remained  low,  two  being  registered  in  1958  and  in  i959- 

There  was  one  fatal  motor  accident  as  in  the  previous  year  but  an 
unwelcome  rise  to  three  other  fatal  accidents,  one  being  a  pit  accident 
ana  the  others  falls  in  the  street  of  two  elderly  persons. 

No  death  from  Suicide  was  registered  ;  there  was  one  in  i960. 

The  death  of  a  man  of  58  years  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
occurred  this  year.  It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  a  decline  in  the 
number  of  notifications  of  residents  of  the  district  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  to  three  from  five  the  previous  year.  A  significant  feature  of 
these  notifications  was  that  they  were  of  middle  aged  to  elderly  people. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  was  moderate, 
as  this  was  the  year  of  expected  biennial  increase  of  Measles.  However, 
the  incidence  in  1959  had  been  so  high,  namely  379  cases  in  the  year, 
that  a  smaller  incidence  this  year  was  not  irrational.  If  there  is  some 
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prospect,  as  there  seems  to  be  now  of  future  protection  against  the 
disease  for  young  children,  it  would  very  considerably  reduce  the  total 
number  of  infectious  diseases,  as  Measles  forms  the  majority  of  the 
notifications.  Protection  by  vaccination  and  immunisation,  the  anti¬ 
biotics  and  sulpha  drugs  has  accomplished  very  considerable  success  over 
the  others.  Scarlet  Fever  decreased  to  two  cases  only  from  ii  in  1960, 
Dysentery  to  one  case  from  two  in  i960  and  primary  Pneumonia  to  one 
case  from  four  in  i960.  Whooping  Cough  was  the  only  disease  with  an 
increased  incidence  to  35  from  none  the  previous  year.  On  further 
investigation  it  was  established  that  a  little  above  half  the  children 
had  been  immunised  and  had  exceedingly  mild  attacks.  The  others  were 
unimmunised  or  had  not,  at  the  time,  completed  their  course.  Further 
efforts  to  get  more  children  immunised  are  needed  to  give  protection 
against  the  disease  or,  at  least,  to  reduce  the  severity  of  the  attack. 

The  building  of  new  houses  continued  at  a  good  rate.  The  year 
was  notable  for  the  demolition  of  the  Mickley  Square  area  and  for  Clearance 
Orders  for  Eltringham  and  other  smaller  areas.  The  removal  of  the  old 
colliery  rows,  many  of  them  back-to-back  with  all  their  bad  hygiene  and 
general  dreariness  represents  a  great  step  forward  and  has  improved  the 
day-to-day  life  of  many  inhabitants.  As  expressed  in  last  year's  report, 
the  improvements  in  increased  amenities  and  comfort  of  inhabitants 
are  reflected  to  some  extent  in  the  figure  of  an  average  of  3.19  persons 
per  house,  a  drop  of  i.o  persons  in  a  period  of  15  5^ears.  In  i960,  the 
average  was  3.3  persons  per  house. 

In  addition  to  new  houses  built  by  the  Council,  an  increase  in  private 
building  took  place  and  this  has  further  changed  the  face  of  the  district. 

The  chiropody  service  established  by  the  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee  regularly  continued  and  supplied  a  definite  need.  It  has 
not  been  possible  as  yet  to  establish  a  rota  of  friendly  visiting. 

Other  activities  of  the  Public  Health  Department  proceeded  steadily 
and  smoothly.  I  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  unremitting  interest  and  support  in  the  work.  My 
thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  Tweddle,  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 
for  his  assiduous  attention  to  the  varied  matters  which  go  through  the 
department  and  to  Miss  Gray,  Clerk/Typist  for  her  sustained  good  work  ; 
both  are  of  immense  value  in  the  teamwork  of  the  department.  I 
appreciate  the  co-operation  throughout  the  year  of  the  other  officers  of 
the  Council. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  I.adies  and  Gentlemen, 
Y our  obedient  Servant, 

M.  HOPPER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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I.-».VITAL  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area  (in  acres)  ..  ..  ..  .. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimated 

mid -year  Home  Po])nlation)  .  .  9,Q9<’ 

Inhabited  Houses  ..  ..  ..  ..  3H24 


The  Hedley  Park  Colliery  closed  in  1961.  There  are  now  no  colleries 
in  the  urban  district.  The  sole  major  industry  is  the  l.C.I.  Chemical 
Works  which  is  of  considerable  size  and  smaller  industries  consist  of  a 
Brickworks  at  West  Wylam  and  Pipe  Works  at  Eltringham.  In 
addition,  there  are  many  local  workers  at  the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton 
Ho.spital. 


POPULATION 

The  midyear  estimate  of  the  Registrar  General  of  the  population  of 
the  urban  district  was  9,990,  a  decrease  of  300  on  the  estimate  for  i960. 
This  is  the  first  time  since  i955  that  there  has  been  a  decline  in  popu¬ 
lation  ;  in  that  year,  there  was  a  decrease  of  20.  In  the  intervening 
vears  there  has  been  a  small  gradual  yearly  increase  until  1961. 


BIRTHS 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  yeai  was  151 
(80  male,  71  female),  compared  with  138,  the  previous  yeai.  There  was 
an  increase  of  13  births,  mainly  female,  thus  partial^  making  up  for  the 
decrease  of  19  in  female  births  in  i960.  There  were  two  illegitimate 
births  (both  female),  compared  with  four  in  i960  and  one  in  1959. 

The  birth  rate  (corrected)  for  the  year  was  14.9  per  1,000  births  and 
that  for  the  countrv  was  17.4. 


Still  Births 

The  number  of  still  births  remained  small  as  in  the  previous  year, 
two  being  registered  in  1961  and  one  in  i960.  The  still  birth  rate  for 
the  year  was  13.2  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  and  that  for  England 
and  Wales  was  191 
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DEATHS 

_■! 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  a  total  of  129  deaths  (75  male  and  54 
female)  was  registered,  an  increase  of  20  male  and  a  decrease  of  5  female 
deaths,  compared  with  i960.  The  death  rate  (corrected)  was  15.2  per 
1,000  population  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.0.  Eighteen 
deaths  took  place  at  the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital.  The  number 
of  deaths  of  residents  of  the  district,  therefore,  was  1 1 1  (66  male  and 
45  female),  compared  with  90  in  i960  and  112  in  1959.  I 

Natural  Increase  of  Population  ! 

This  remained  low  as  in  the  last  few  years,  being  40  in  1961  and 
48  in  i960. 

I 

Infant  Mortality 

Four  deaths  of  infants  (2  male,  2  female)  under  one  year  of  age  took 
place  in  the  year,  compared  with  two  in  i960  and  none  in  1959.  One 
death  occurred  just  after  birth  and  two  during  the  first  four  wedks  of  life. 
The  fourth  baby  died  at  the  age  of  two  months.  The  death  of  the  newly 
born  baby  was  due  to  prematurity  and  that  of  the  baby  of  one  week  to 
atelectasis.  The  child  of  one  month  died  of  pneumonia  and  the  child 
of  two  months  of  meningitis.  Two  of  these  deaths  can  be  regarded  as 
due  to  perinatal  and  the  other  two  to  infective  causes. 

It  is  the  first  time  for  some  years  that  there  has  been  the  death  of  an 
infant  from  anv  infective  cause. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  urban  district  was  26.5  per  1,000 
live  births,  compared  with  the  national  rate  of  21.4.  Unfortunately, 
this  year  there  is  a  reversal  of  the  welcome  trend  of  the  last  three  years 
when  the  infant  mortality  rate  of  the  district  was  lower  than  the  national 
rate.  The  infant  mortality  rate  in  1961  shows  clearly  the  necessity  for 
constant  ante -natal  supervision,  of  unremitting  infant  care  and  for 
research  in  peri  and  neo -natal  causes  of  death.  The  use  of  the  anti¬ 
biotics  and  sulphonamide  drugs  has  dramatically  reduced  the  rate  of 
mortality  of  infants  from  infection  and  almost  wiped  it  out,  but  1961, 
shows  this  is  not  absolute  and  that  other  factors  come  into  consideration. 

Maternal  Mortality 

No  death  attributable  to  pregnancy  or  childbirth  was  registered  for 
the  fifth  successive  year.  For  the  country  generally  the  maternal 
mortality  rate  was  0.33  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births.  ^ 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  1945  to  1961 


S  3  S  ? 


o 

ro 


O 


o 


I 


1945  194^  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  i952  (953  1954  1955  (956  (957  (958  1959  *960  I96i 


Individual  Causes  of  Death  : 
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Tuberculosis,  respirator}^ 

Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus.  . 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  . 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  . 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo¬ 
plasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  ysstem  .  . 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system.  . 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases.  . 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Male 

I 


I 


5 


8 

i6  (T) 
2 

5  (I) 
5  (T) 
2 

5 

.3 

2  (I) 

3 


13  (5) 


75  (9) 


Female 


3 

I 


2 

10  (I) 

12  (2) 

8  (2) 
2 

I  (T) 


7  (3) 


1 

T 


54  (9) 


(Figures  in  brackets  denote  deaths  in  the  Prudhoe  &  Monkton 
Hospital). 

The  group  of  “  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ”  was,  naturally, 
the  largest  in  the  individual  causes  of  death.  In  1961,  the  number  of 
deaths  in  this  group  increased  to  a  total  of  50,  of  which  seven  occurred 
in  the  Hospital,  compared  with  38  the  previous  year  when  eleven  occurred 
in  the  Hospital.  Therefore,  there  was  an  increase  of  16  in  the  deaths  of 
residents  of  the  district  in  the  grouping. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  classification  of  “  Vascular  lesions  of 
nervous  system  ”  remained  similar  in  both  years,  18  in  lofii,  compared 
with  tC  in  iqGo, 
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There  was  a  welcome  decrease  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  from 
malignant  neoplasm  of  all  sites  to  14,  from  22  in  i960  and  19  in  1959. 
This  was  mainly  shown  in  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
malignant  neoplasm  of  the  stomach  which  was  halved  in  1961  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  while  those  classified  as  “  Other  malignant  and 
lymphatic  neoplasms  ”  declined  from  eleven  in  i960  to  seven. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  there  was  one  death  from  brochogenic 
carcinoma  ;  the  case  was  that  of  an  elderly  lady  of  78  years.  The  primary 
cause  of  death  was  broncho  pneumonia. 

In  the  last  few  years,  deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  have  remained 
fairly  constant  and  this  continued  in  1961,  a  total  of  13  deaths  being 
registered  ;  this  is  the  same  number  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Deaths  from  “  Influenza  ”  were  two  in  1961  and  i960. 

One  fatal  motor  vehicle  accident  occurred  in  the  year  as  in  i960. 
A  woman  of  66  years  was  knocked  down  by  a  motor  van  and  fatallv 
injured. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  “  All  other  accidents,”  showed  an 
unfortunate  rise  to  three  from  one  only  in  i960.  One  was  a  mining 
accident,  a  boy  of  17  years  ;  the  other  two  were  caused  by  fractures  after 
falls,  both  in  the  street,  of  elderly  persons  of  78  and  82  years  respectivelv. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  no  death  from  ”  Suicide  ”  was 
registered.  One  had  occurred  the  previous  year  but  before  that  none 
since  1954. 


TABLE  OF  DEATH  AND  BIRTH  RATES 
COMPARED  WITH  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Year 

General  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  Population 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

Birth 
1,000  Po 

Rate  per 
pulation 

Prudhoe 

England 
&  Wales 

Prudhoe 

England 
&  Wales 

Prudhoe 

England 
&  Wales 

1951 

9.2 

12.5 

47.6 

29.6 

13-3 

15-5 

1952 

9.6 

TI-3 

30-3 

27.6 

14.05 

15-3 

1953 

12.5 

T1.4 

6.7 

26.8 

14.67 

15-5 

1954 

13.08 

TI-3 

16.9 

25-5 

11.25 

15-2 

T955 

13-4 

IT. 7 

30.5 

24.9 

13-5 

T5.0 

1956 

14.2 

II. 7 

66.6 

23.8 

12.5 

15.7 

1957 

12.2 

II. 5 

54-0 

23.0 

14. 7 

16. 1 

T958 

12.8 

II. 7 

22.2 

22.5 

17-5 

16.4 

^959 

15.06 

1 1.6 

0.0 

22.2 

15.2 

165 

1960 

12.7 

1 1-5 

T4-5 

2T.7 

13-3 

17. 1 

1961 

15.2 

12.0 

26.5 

21.4 

14.9 

17.4 

0 


II.— TUBERCULOSIS 

One  death  (male)  from  pulmonary  tubercle  was  registered  and  none 
from  the  non -pulmonary  form  of  the  disease.  In  the  year  before,  there 
had  been  one  death  only  from  non -pulmonary  tubercle. 

The  death  rate  for  the  urban  district  for  tuberculosis  (all  forms) 
was  o.i  per  i,ooo  population  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.065. 

x\n  encouraging  decline  in  the  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
showed  in  a  decrease  in  notifications  to  four,  3  male  and  i  female,  the 
female  case  being  at  the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital,.  In  i960, 
there  had  been  an  increase  to  five  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
in  residents.  The  age  groups  of  notifications  followed  the  pattern  of 
recent  years,  being  in  the  older  groups  of  45  -  64  years.  All  three  were 
of  males. 

The  trend  of  recent  years  of  a  steady  decline  both  in  mortality  and 
incidence  continued  to  be  shown  in  this  year’s  figures. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  pays  regular  visits  to  industry  and  to 
the  Hospital.  In  addition,  public  sessions  were  held  on  August  nth 
and  14th  at  which  132  persons  attended,  four  being  subsequently  referred 
to  the  chest  clinic  for  further  examination.  The  total  attendance  was 
slightly  below  that  of  the  previous  year,  the  dates  of  the  visit  probably 
accounting  for  this. 

There  was  one  inward  transfer  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  to  the 
Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


31st  December,  i960 
31st  December,  1961 


Pulmonary 
M  ale  Female 

23  17 

22  13 


No  n  -  Pu  Imo  n  a  ry 
Male  Female  Tola! 
II  6  57 

II  6  52 


Classification  of  New  Cases  Notified  in  1961 

Pulmonary  Non- Pulmonary 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

Under  i  year  —  —  —  — 

I —  5  years  —  —  —  — 

5—15  years  —  —  — 

15—^5  years  —  —  (i)  —  — 

-25—35  years  —  —  —  — 

35—45  years  —  —  _  _ 

45  and  over  3  —  —  — 


3  —  (i)  — 


(Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  case  indicated  in  brackets). 

Patients  from  the  district  attend  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Hexham  under 
the  Senior  Chest  Physician.  Admittance  to  a  sanatorium  is  practically 
immediate.  Follow  up  and  surveillance  of  family  and  immediate  contacts 
is  undertaken  by  the  Chest  Clinic  and  home  visiting  by  the  health 
visitors.  B.C.G.,  vaccination  is  given  to  children  at  risk  and  older  age 
groups  of  children  at  school  with  the  parent’s  consent. 
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special  attention  by  the  Council  was  given  as  in  previous  years  to 
the  housing  needs  of  tuberculous  patients. 

Treatment  of  mentally  disordered  patients  suffering  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  continued  at  the  Sanatorium  of  the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital, 
Appended  below  is  a  table  giving  the  number  of  cases  at  the  end  of  the 
year  and  showing  a  slight  increase  on  the  figures  for  i960.  Patients 
from  other  institutions  in  the  region  are  admitted  to  the  Hospital. 


Pulmonary 
Male  Female 

31st  December,  i960  29  14 

31st  December,  1961  30  15 


Non -Pulmonary 
Male  Female 
2  2 

2  2 


Totzl 

47 

49 


III.— GENERAL  EPIDEMIOLOGY 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  in  the  year 
was  122,  compared  with  34,  in  i960  and  443,  in  1959.  The  total  in  1960 
had  been  remarkably  small,  being  the  lowest  incidence  recorded  during 
the  last  30  years. 

Measles 

1961  was  expected  to  be  the  year  of  biennial  increase  and  in  a  small 
degree,  this  did  occur  but  to  nothing  like  the  extent  of  the  increase  in 
1959,  when  379  cases  were  notified.  In  the  whole  of  1961,  82  cases  of 
Measles  were  notified,  March  and  April  being  the  months  of  highest 
incidence  of  28  and  35  cases  respectively.  The  incidence  was  dying  down 
very  considerably  in  July  and  no  further  case  occurred  during  the  rest  of 
the  year.  The  exceptionally  large  incidence  in  1959  probably  accounted 
for  the  diminished  number  in  1961. 

Scarlet  Fever 

The  number  of  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever .  again  noticeably 
decreased  to  two  cases  only  in  the  course  of  the  year  from  eleven  in  i960 
and  28  in  1959.  Both  cases  were  very  mild  ones. 

Whooping  Cough 

In  contrast  to  the  previous  year  when  no  case  of  Whooping  Clough 
was  notified,  a  total  of  35  cases  were  notified  in  1961,  The  majority  of 
the  cases  were  notified  in  January  and  March. 

This  rise  in  incidence  is  disappointing  in  view  of  the  steady  decrease 
in  previous  years  coincident  with  the  increase  in  the  numbers  of  children 
immunised  against  the  disease.  However,  on  checking  the  immunisation 
state  of  children  who  contracted  Whooping  Cough,  it  was  found  that 
little  more  than  half  of  them  had  received  a  complete  course  of  injections 
and  had  very  mild  attacks  of  the  disease.  The  others  had  not  been 
immunised  or  were  incompletely  so. 

Three  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  occurred  in  young  babies  from  four 
to  ten  months. 

The  number  of  immunisations  against  Whooping  Cough  each  year 
is  approximately  85%  of  the  total  births  of  the  previous  year.  Further 
effort  is  required  to  increase  the  percentage  of  young  children  immunised 
against  the  disease. 


Dysentery 

One  case  only  was  notified  in  the  course  of  the  year  compared  with 
two,  in  i960.  There  has  been  a  decided  drop  in  the  incidence  of  this 
disease  in  the  urban  district  in  the  last  two  years.  In  1958,  34  cases 
were  notified. 

Food  Poisoning 

For  the  fourth  successive  year,  no  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was 
notified  and  no  case  of  Salmonellosis  occurred  during  the  year,  a  vast 
improvement  on  the  state  of  affairs  from  four  to  five  years  ago. 

Poliomyelitis 

No  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  during  the  year  and  the  case 
notified  in  the  Autumn  of  i960  was  later  not  confirmed. 

Primary  Pneumonia  and  Influenza 

The  notifications  of  primary  Pneumonia  dropped  to  one  from  four 
the  previous  year  and  none,  in  1959. 

As  in  former  years,  the  general  practitioners  of  the  district  again 
co-operated  with  the  Public  Health  Department  in  keeping  a  close  watch 
for  initial  cases  of  Influenza  as  distinct  from  the  common  cold  and  its 
complications.  In  February,  1961,  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National 
Insurance  intimated  that  claims  for  sickness  benefit  had  risen  by  37% 
and  again  on  the  2nd  January,  1962,  that  the  claims  had  risen  beyond 
50%.  Previously,  a  large  increase  in  the  claims  for  sickness  benefit  had 
been  reported  in  February,  1959,  when  during  the  last  week  of  that 
month  they  rose  300%  higher  than  the  normal  claims  over  the  previous 
nine  months. 


1953  1954  1955  *956  1957  I95d  1959  <9^ 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
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FOOD  POISONING 

I'oud  Poisoning  Notiiications  (Corrected)  as  Returned  to  Registrar 
General  : 


1st  Quarter  '2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Quarter 

Total 

Nil.  Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil, 

Cases  Otherwise  Ascertained 

ist  Quarter  2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Quarter 

d'otal 

Nil.  Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Symptomless  Excreters 

ist  (Quarter  2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Quarter 

T'otal 

Nil.  Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Fatal  Cases 

1st  Quarter  2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Ouarter 

dotal 

Nil.  Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Particulars  of  Outbreaks  ; 

No.  of  outbreaks 

No.  of  Cases 

I’otal 

Family 

Other  Notified  Otherwise 

Flo.  oj 

A  GEN  T  outbreaks 

outbreaks 

ascertained 

cases 

Agent  identified  : 

(a)  Chemical 

Poisons  . .  Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

(b)  Salmonella.  .  Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

(c)  Staphyloeocei 

(inch  toxin)  Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum  Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

(e)  Cl.  welehii  .  .  Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

(f)  Other  bacteria 

(to  be  named)  Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil, 

Nil. 

Nil, 

.Vgent  not 

identified  .  .  Nil. 

Nik 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Single  Cases 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil, 

Agent  not 

identified  .  . 

.Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil, 

Salmonella  Infec¬ 

tions,  not 

Food -Borne  Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  examination  of  faeces,  sputum,  throat  swabs,  ice  cream,  milk 
and  water,  was  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  General 
Hospital,  Westgatc  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Bacteriological  Reports 

Results 


Positive 

Negative 

Total 

t'acees 

6 

13 

Id 

S])utum 

— 

— 

— 

Throat  Swabs 

— 

r 

I 

Vaginal  Srvabs 

— 

— 

— 

d'otals 

6 

14 

20 

15 


IV.— NATIONAL  ASSISTANCjE  ACT,  1948 

Section  47  —  Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  suffering  from 
grave  chronic  disease,  or  being  aged  and  infirm,  are  living 
in  insanitary  conditions  and  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  formal  action  under  this  section 
but  as  in  previous  years,  the  circumstances  of  several  elderly  persons 
were  investigated  and  help  provided  through  the  Home  Help  Service. 
Section  50  —  Burial  of  the  Dead 

No  formal  action  was  required  under  this  section. 

V.— HOUSING 

The  building  of  houses  by  the  Council  continued  throughout  the 
year,  a  further  contract  for  108  dwellings  having  commenced  in  the 
Spring.  When  this  contract  is  completed  as  expected  early  in  1962,  the 
West  Wylam  Estate  will  have  a  total  of  604  dwellings.  All  the  colliery 
houses  with  the  exception  of  Chapel  Street,  North  End,  John  Street  and 
Ada  Street,  West  Wylam,  had  been  demolished  and  the  sites  cleared  or 
rebuilt  on. 

Rehousing  of  families  from  the  Mickley  Square  Clearance  Area 
(167  houses)  was  nearly  completed  at  the  end  of  1961,  demolition  orders 
for  these  properties  having  been  made  in  1959.  Further  slum  clearance 
work  was  carried  out  and  Clearance  Orders  were  obtained  for  Eltringham 
(Middle  Row  and  South  Row  (43  Houses),  Brickhouse  Yard,  Prudhoe, 
after  a  local  enquiry  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Goverment 
(4  Houses),  Broomwood  Huts  (ii  Houses)  and  Drift  Cottages  (8  Houses). 

It  can  be  seen  that  the  Council  have  made  great  efforts  to  rehouse 
persons  from  substandard  properties  during  the  past  five  years  ;  every 
endeavour  will  be  made  to  complete  the  plan  as  soon  as  possible.  Through¬ 
out  the  district  a  remarkable  improvement  in  housing  conditions  has 
taken  place  due  to  slum  clearance  and  to  considerable  private  building 
being  carried  out  within  the  last  few  years  at  New  Ridley  Road  (44), 
Regional  Hospital  Board  (36),  Park  Lane  Estate  (127)  and  40  various 
other  houses  scattered  throughout  the  district.  It  is  noticeable  how  the 
face  of  the  district  is  changing  from  the  drabness  of  the  old  colliery 
villages  of  Mickley  and  West  Wylam.  Another  private  estate  of  51 
houses  at  Highfield  Lane  was  commenced  in  September,  1961  by  G. 
Wimpey  and  Co.  ITd.,  and  very  good  progress  is  being  made.  These 
houses  will  be  completed  in  1962. 

VI.— ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

The  district  is  on  the  western  fringe  of  the  “  Black  Area  ”  of  Tyneside 
and  is  therefore  classified  as  a  “  White  Area.”  Nevertheless,  the  Council 
are  very  conscious  of  their  responsibilities  and  gave  some  consideration 
to  the  desirability  of  making  an  area  under  a  Smoke  Control  Order. 
I'urther  consideration  is  to  be  given  to  this  matter  in  1962. 

No  specific  nuisance  occurred  during  the  year,  the  principal  source 
of  atmospheric  pollution  being  from  domestic  chimneys.  There  are  still 
many  miners’  families  who  receive  conces.sionary  coal  and  much  of  this 
is  of  poor  quality. 


The  industrial  plants  in  the  district  are  few  in  number,  the  largest 
boiler  installation  being  at  the  Low  Prudhoe  Works  of  I.C.I.  The  other 
large  boiler  plant  is  at  the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital. 

There  are  pipe  manufacturing  works  at  Eltringham  but  the  heavy 
clay  intermittent  kiln  comes  under  the  control  of  H.M.  Inspector  of 
I'actories  as  does  the  Sulphate  of  Ammonia,  Gas  and  Coke  Plants  at  the 
l.('.l.  Factory.  All  boiler  plants  are,  however,  the  responsibility  of 
the  local  authority. 


VII.—WATER  SUPPLY 

The  district  is  completely  served  by  the  mains  of  the  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  Water  Company  and  at  all  times  the  supply  has  been 
both  ample  and  wholesome  as  shown  whenever  samples  of  water  were 
taken  and  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle. 

When  the  Clearance  Order  in  respect  of  Eltringham  (43  Houses)  is 
completed,  the  number  of  houses  without  internal  water  will  be  extremely 
small,  probably  four  served  from  an  outside  water  fountain. 


VIII.— SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

A  large  modern  sewage  works  at  Low  Prudhoe  deals  with  the  sewage 
from  all  properties  except  150  houses  at  New  Ridley  Road  which  deliver 
into  the  sewer  of  the  Hexham  R.D.C.,  and  a  few  outlying  farms  which  have 
septic  tanks. 


IX.— FOOD  HYGIENE  AND  HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Regular  visits  to  food  premises  were  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  during  1961  particularly  those  dealing  with  the  preparation 
of  food.  Opportunity  was  taken  to  deal  with  any  matter  requiring 
immediate  attention  and  instruction  was  given  to  the  staff. 

Supplies  of  posters  on  Food  Hygiene  and  other  health  educational 
material  were  obtained  and  displayed  in  prominent  places  throughout  the 
district. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council 
Health  Department  were  all  reported  as  satisfactory. 

Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  22  samples 
were  obtained  for  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  The 
results  were  very  satisfactory,  21  samples  being  Grade  i  and  one  Grade  2. 

There  is  only  one  manufacturer  of  ice  cream  in  the  area  ;  all  the 
other  ice  cream  is  prepacked. 

Parties  of  student  nurses  received  talks  on  various  subjects  dealing 
with  public  health  and  hygiene. 


X.— WELFARE  OF  THE  AGED 

The  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  continued  their  valuable 
work  throughout  the  year.  The  chiropody  service  first  commenced  in 
March  1960  and  sessions  are  held  each  Monday  at  the  Child  Welfare 


Clinic  ;  an  average  of  ten  persons  received  attention  from  a  qualified 
chiropodist.  Home  visits  are  made  by  a  chiropodist  of  the  county 
service  when  necessary. 

No  further  progress  was  made  in  establishing  a  rota  of  friendly 
visiting. 

These  details  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  T.  Philipson,  Honor 
ary  Secretary  of  the  Committee. 

In  Prudhoe  old  people  who  live  alone  generally  have  friends  and 
relatives  in  the  town  and  are  not  living  an  isolated  life. 

The  Home  Help  Service  meets  most  of  the  domestic  needs  on  a  part 
time  basis,  79  elderly  persons  received  the  services  of  a  home  licl]i  in 
the  course  of  the  year. 


XL— LODGING  HOUSES 


There  is  no  registered  common  lodging  house  in  the  district. 


XIL— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

The  details  of  this  section  have  been  compiled  bv  Mr.  \V.  G.  Tweddle 
Public  Health  Inspector. 
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PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 
(a)  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 

Hospitals 

('ases  of  infections  tliseasc  rt'cniirin^  hos])ital  treatment  are 
admitted  to  th('  W'alker  (Ta,t('  Hos]-ital,  N(‘\vrastle  u]u)n  'Idme 


Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital 

A  large  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  mental  disorders  is  situ¬ 
ated  on  the  eastern  side  of  Prudhoe  and  admits  over  1,000  patients 
from  all  parts  of  the  region.  During  the  year,  a  large  building  project 
has  been  in  progress,  severa,!  units  of  considerable  size  and  a  school 
being  under  construction  ;  it  is  hoped  to  complete  the  project  in 
rg62. 


Tuberculosis 

As  for  many  years  past  cases  from  the  urban  district  attend 
the  Chest  Clinic  at  Hexham  under  the  Consultant  Chest  Physician. 
In-patient  treatment  is  given  as  required  at  one  of  the  sanatoria 
in  the  region  or  at  the  Walker  Gate  Hospital  at  Newcastle,  admis¬ 
sion  being  almost  immediate. 

Provision  of  extra  milk,  comforts  and  other  needs  of  patients 
is  undertaken  by  the  Care  and  After-Care  Committee.  The  health 
visitors  of  the  district  and  social  worker  of  the  clinic  among  other 
officials  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Committee  so  that  the  present 
requiremients  of  patients  can  be  considered. 


(b)  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 

(Services  s,  4,  5,  b  and  7  and  the  care  of  the  l)uildings 
under  Service  2  are  administered  by  the  South  Area  Health  Sub 
Commiittec  of  the  Northumberland  County  Council.  The  other 
services  are  directly  administered  b}'  the  Northumberland  Count \ 
Council). 


:i:.  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Service 

Two  resident  nurse/midwives  named  below,  covin  thicsc  services 
in  the  urban  district  and  a  relief  nurse  from  Stocksfield,  Nursc' 
Davison.  In  addition,  nurses  from  the  Stocksfield  district  afford 
additional  cover  a,s  necessary. 

Telephime  No. 

Nurse  G.  iV.  vSavage,  47  West  Roarl,  Prudhocc  377  Prudhoe. 

Nurs('  P.  K'err,  3  Gordon  'finraci',  Pnidlux'.  305  Prudluxv 


^  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 


rile  Child  Welfare  Clinic  at  the  C(JLincil  N'ard,  Crudhue  liclds 
sessions  for  babies,  children,  expectant  mothers,  dental,  eye  and 
orthopaedic  treatment  as  follows  ; — 


Childven’s  Sessions  :  Every  Wednesday, 


A  nte -Natal  Every  Tuesday, 

Sessions  :  ist,  2nd,  3rd  and  4th 

Friday, 

liye  Sessions  :  2nd  Thursday  in 

every  month, 

Oythopaedic  Sessions  :  ist,  3rd  and  4th  Thurs¬ 
day  in  every  month, 

A  speech  therapist  attends  every  Monday, 
Relaxation  classes  every  Wednesday  evening, 
for  expectant  mothers. 

I  inmunisation  1st  Tuesday  in 

Sessions  :  eYery  month. 


9  a.m.  to  12  noon 
1  -30  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 
I -30  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

1-30  p.m.  to  I  p.m. 
9  a.m.  to  12  noon 
1-30  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 
9  a.m.  to  12  noon 
I  -30  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 
9  a.m.  to  12  noon 
7  p.m.  to  8-30  p.m. 


9  a.m.  to  12  noon 


3.  Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

immunisation  against  Diphtheria  was  carried  out  as  usual  at 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  and  by  the  general  practiti¬ 
oners  of  the  district,  refresher  doses  being  given  at  the  schools. 

1  Timary  courses  including  141  children  of  o  —  4  years,  43  children 
of  5  —  15  years,  a  total  of  184,  were  completed  in  the  course  of  the 
year.  In  addition,  no  refresher  doses  were  given.  The  figures  for 
i960  were  15 S  primary  courses  including  134  children  of  o  — 
4  years  and  24  of  5  ■ —  14  y’-ears  and  421  reinforcing  injections. 

The  Immunity  Index  v/hich  has  been  given  since  1953  was  dis¬ 
continued  this  year  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  For  the  year  ending 
31st  December  1961,  the  percentage  of  children  immunised  against 
Diphtheria  in  the  County  of  Northumberland  was  73%  aged  o  —  4 
years  and  53%  aged  o  —  14  years,  compared  with  65%,  o  —  4  years 
and  52%,  o  ■ —  14  years  for  the  country  generally.  The  percentage  of 
children  immunised  in  the  urban  district  has  been  at  a  fairly  satis¬ 
factory  level  for  some  years  but  it  is  of  prime  importance  to  keep  it 
up  to  this  level  and,  indeed,  to  exceed  it  if  possible.  The  younger 
children  are  now  immunised  as  a  matter  of  routine  cither  at  the 
clinic  or  by  their  own  doctor,  the  triple  antigens  of  Diphtheria, 
'fetanus  and  Whooping  Cough  being  generally  used.  The  help  of  the 
school  medical  officers  in  giving  refresher  doses  at  the  schools  is 
much  appreciated. 


Whooping  Cough 

I  luring  the  )v^ar  126  children  were  protected  against  Whooping 
('ough  Iiy  the  triple  antigen,  109  being  under  one  year,  ly,  1  —  5 
years,  compared  with  128  children,  no  under  one  year,  18,  i  —  5 
years,  in  i960. 

Unfortunately,  the  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough  in  the  district 
increased  this  year  from  none  the  previous  year. 
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Tetanus 

12b  children  received  protection  against  Tetanus  by  means  ol 
the  triple  vaccine  compared  with  128  in  i960. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

Primary  vaccinations  against  Smallpox  remained  at  the  steady 
level  of  the  last  few  years,  there  being  96  primary  vaccinations, 
86  being  children  under  one  year  and  four  re  vaccinations.  In  i960, 
there  were  112  primary  vaccinations  and  one  revaccination. 

Further  effort  is  required  to  increase  the  number  of  young  babies 
vaccinated  as  there  is  still  a  considerable  number  at  risk. 

Only  4 1  %  of  children  of  one  year  in  the  county  were  vaccinated 
in  1961  ;  this  figure  however  compares  with  40%  for  the  country. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

During  1961,  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a  circular  stating 
that  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  could  be  offered  to  all  persons 
after  the  ist  January,  1961.  The  vaccination  of  those  outside  the 
priority  groups  would  be  carried  out  by  the  general  practitioners. 
A  further  fourth  injection  was  offered  to  children  of  5  —  12  years 
in  May  1961  and  great  efforts  were  made  during  the  summer  months 
to  get  the  vaccination  of  school  children  in  this  age  group  carried 
out  before  the  summer  holidays. 

In  the  South  Area  up  to  the  29th  December  1961,  23,581 
children  aged  from  six  months  to  15  years,  1,634  expectant  mothers, 
816  in  other  groups  including  general  practitioners,  ambulance 
drivers  and  hospital  staff,  3,924  young  persons  aged  from  15  to  26 
years  and  3,410  from  26  to  40  years  were  vaccinated.  This  gave  a 
total  of  33,365  persons  vaccinated  ;  in  addition  to  this  26,909 
third  injections  were  given  and  7,661  fourth  injections.  By  the  end 
of  the  year,  the  total  number  of  injections  given  was  101,300. 

In  the  County  of  Northumberland,  the  number  of  persons 
under  19  years  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  was  87%  for  the 
year  1961  compared  with  82%  for  England. 

4.  Ambulance  Service 

The  new  Prudhoe  ambulance  depot  at  Front  Street,  Prudhoe 
consisting  of  a  three -bay  garage,  office  and  store  rooms  and  a  three 
bedroomed  house  for  the  driver  was  occupied  on  the  ist  August. 
The  building  was  officially  opened  by  Dr.  Wilson  Minns,  M.B.E., 
Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  30th  September. 
The  building  of  this  depot  was  expedited  as  the  driver’s  house  in 
Mickley  was  to  be  demolished. 

The  depot  is  centrally  situated  for  the  present  needs  of  the 
j)opulation  and  is  a  great  boon  to  the  service.  The  Civil  Defence 
ambulance  is  garaged  at  the  new  depot. 

The  ambulance  car  service  which  was  commenced  in  June  i960 
and  operated  from  a  private  garage  in  the  district  was  continued. 
It  assists  the  Prudhoe  service  and  also  indirectly  ambulances  of  the 
Throckley  Depot,  particularly  when  the  Prudhoe  driver  is  off  duty. 
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The  Priidhoe  ambulance  made  a  total  of  659  (671)  journeys,  carried 
3.3-85  (3.585)  patients  including  132  (113)  accident  and  emergency 
cases  and  310  (273)  stretcher  cases  and  did  a  total  of  25,505  (26,312) 
miles.  The  figures  in  brackets  indicate  those  for  last  year. 

Figures  for  the  ambulance  car  service  which  includes  the  carry¬ 
ing  of  Non-Section  27  persons  were,  journeys  274,  patients  carried 
1,606,  and  a  total  mileage  of  5,322. 

Additional  journeys  were  made  b}^  the  ambulances  of  the 
Throckley  Station  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 

5.  Home  Help  Service 

This  service  continued  its  valuable  aid  throughout  the  year, 
the  total  number  of  cases  being  85  compared  with  84  in  i960.  The 
cases  served  were  two  of  confinement,  two  of  acute  illness,  79  old 
age  and  chronic  illness,  one  blind  person  and  one  tuberculous  person. 
The  majority  of  the  cases  were  the  aged  and  infirm  as  has  beim 
increasingly  the  trend  in  recent  years. 

6.  Nursing  Care  Committees 

The  Nursing  Care  Committees  of  Prudhoc  and  Mickley  con 
tinned  to  function.  Requests  were  infrequent  but  the  (nmmittees 
do  fulfil  a  need.  The  Honorary  Secretaries  are  : — 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Knox,  i  Grange  Terrace,  Prudhoc. 

Mr.  B.  Nichols,  4  Aged  Miners’  Homes,  Mickley  Square. 

Smaller  items  of  equipment  are  kept  by  the  district  nurses  for 
immediate  use  and  larger  and  more  specialised  items  arc  supplied 
by  the  South  Area  Health  Committee  on  request. 

7.  Care  and  After-Care 

The  Newburn  and  Prudhoe  After-Care  Sub.  Committee  held 
their  usual  two -monthly  meetings  throughout  the  3"car.  Milk  was 
supplied  to  several  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  to 
patients  suffering  from  other  lung  and  heart  diseases.  Travelling 
expenses  of  relatives  to  hospital  was  also  paid  in  suitable  cases. 

The  useful  function  of  this  Committee  has  been  stressed  in 
previous  reports,  one  of  its  assets  being  the  provision  of  (omforts 
not  available  from  official  sources. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1961 


To  Dr.  Madge  Hopper, 


j8 

200 

15 

TO 

72 

6t 

32 

T94 
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24 

38 

828 

29 

133 

55 

21 

31 
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Number  of  Nuisances  Found  .  .  .  .  .  .  8o 

Number  of  Nuisances  Abated  .  .  .  .  .  .  80 

Number  of  Verbal  Notices  Served  .  .  .  .  52 

Number  of  Verbal  Notices  Complied  With  .  .  52 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served  .  .  .  .  T34 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Complied  Whth  .  .  T29 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  .  .  .  .  13 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Complied  With  .  .  13 


General  Administration  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

During  the  year,  a  total  of  325  enquiries  and  complaints  were 
received  by  the  Public  Health  Department  and  these  involved  mam. 
visits  and  investigations  so  that  suitable  measures  could  be  taken  to 
remedv  nuisances  and  deal  with  other  public  health  and  housing  matters. 


1  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  m}^  annual  rejiort. 

INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

Water  Supply 

Drainage  (new  or  reconstructed) 

Fried  Fish  Shops 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Factories 

Public  Conveniences 

Places  of  Entertainment  and  Licensed  Premises .  . 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
Rodent  Control 

Atmospheric  Pollution  (Clean  Air  Act) 

Schools  and  Shops 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  .  . 

Inquiries  and  Disinfection  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease .  . 
Butchers,  Canteens,  Dairies,  Fishmongers,  Grocers  and 
Food  Preparing  Premises 

Ice  Cream  Retailers,  Manufacturers  and  Restaurants 
Street  Hawkers’  Carts  and  Vehicles 
Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  .  . 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

I'lircc  privies  were  removed  and  replaced  l>y  water  closets  at  the 
I’ollowing  properties  : — • 

14  Oak  Street,  West  Mickle30 

9  North  Row,  Eltringham. 

Kepwell  Bank  Top,  Prudhoe. 

In  the  previous  year  a  total  of  162  privies  were  reported  as  being 
in  use  at  31st  December,  i960.  During  1961,  Slum  Clearance  Orders  on 
INlicklc}'^  Square  and  Eltringham  Village,  further  reduced  the  number  of 
privies  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  in  use  was  under  100  and 
it  is  hoped  to  practically  eradicate  this  type  of  sanitary  convenience 
during  1962. 

The  general  inspection  of  properties  was  maintained  and  a  list 
■which  I  have  prepared  shows  the  various  repair  work  carried  out  in  1961, 


Dampness  abated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Walls  and  ceiling  plaster  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  7 

Roofs  renewed  or  repaired  and  chimney  stacks 
repointed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Walls  repointed  and  eaves  gutters  renewed  or 

repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Floors  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Window  frames  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  4 

W.C’s.,  renewed,  repaired  or  provided  .  .  ,  .  it 

Water  pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  12 

Yard  surfaces  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Fireplaces  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Drains  cleared  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  <)i 

Dustbins  renewed  and  additional  dustbins  pro¬ 
vided  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  59 

Food  stores  provided  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  3 

Accumulations  removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Scullery  sinks  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  -  .  7 

Gullies  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  .  .  ,  .  16 

New  drainage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Privies  and  privy  ashpits  abolished  .  ,  ,  .  3 


HOUSING 


New  Houses  Completed 
During  the  Year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

100 

— 

TOO 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority 

— 

— 

— 

fc)  By  private  persons 

~~ — 

95 

95 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  District 
Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority 


.  •  3A24 

.  .  1,482 
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ACTION  WITH  REGARD  TO  UNFIT  HOUSES 


Closing  and  Demolition  No.  of  Houses 

1.  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  .  .  .  .  .  .  34 

2.  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  .  .  .  .  2 

3.  Houses  closed,  not  demolished  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

4.  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 

and  not  included  in  above  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Repairs 

Houses  made  fit 

5.  By  informal  action  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

6.  By  owners,  following  statutory  notice  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

7.  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

8.  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction  .  .  .  .  — 

Houses  patched 

4.  Houses  in  Clearance  areas  still  in  use  at  end  of  year  for 

temporary  accommodation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ■ — 

Clearance  Programme 

10.  Number  of  unht  houses  in  clearance  programme  remain¬ 
ing  to  be  dealt  with  at  end  of  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  50 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958 
House  Purchase  &  Housing  Act,  1959 
Housing  Act  1961 

A,  Discretionary  Grants  No.  of  separate 

houses 

1.  Applications  submitted  to  local  authority  during  year  ..  12 

2.  Applications  rejected.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

3.  Applications  approved  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

4.  Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house  .  .  .  .  ,^200 

5.  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  in  your  area 

since  inception  of  scheme  .  .  , .  . .  . .  120 

B.  Standard  Grants  During  the  Total 

Year  to  Date 

,1 ,  N  umber  of  separate  houses  for  which  grants  have 

been  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  —  — 

e.  Number  of  houses  so  provided  with  ; 

(a)  Bath  or  shower  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  —  — 

(b)  Wash  hand  basin  .  .  .  .  .  .  —  — 

(c)  Hot  water  supply  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  —  — 

(d)  Water  Closet  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  —  — 

(e)  Food  Store  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  —  — 
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BYE-LAWS  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


Qth  October,  1950. 


3rst  December,  1933 
[st  jime,  r9b(> 


1st  January,  1961 


Model  Byelaws,  Series  (i).  Ministry  of  Food. 
Section  15,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

For  securing  cleanly  conditions  and  practices 
in  connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and 
delivery  of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air. 

Model  Byelaws  (Buildings). 

Building  Byelaws  made  under  Section  24  of  Ihe 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

Building  Byelaws  made  under  Section  6t  of  lh(' 
fhiblic  Health  /Vet,  1936. 


Housing 

1961  saw  the  West  Wylam  Estate  further  extended  and  new  houses 
began  to  be  built  north  of  A  695.  A  further  four  single  bedroomed  houses 
were  built  at  the  east  end  of  Priestclose  Cottages  and  14  similar 
bungalows  built  on  the  Oaklands  Estate  at  Paddock  Wood. 

Demolition  of  eight  houses  at  Mickley  Station  was  completed  and 
all  families  rehoused  from  Mickley  Square  where  removal  of  167  houses 
commenced.  Eamilies  were  also  being  taken  from  The  Terrace,  West 
Wylam  and  demolition  of  houses  at  the  west  end  was  carried  out  so 
that  an  ambulance  depot  and  house  could  be  erected.  ^ 

Clearance  Orders  were  obtained  for  Brie khouse  Yard,  Drift  Cottages 
and  Eltringham  Village  and  Closing  Orders  made  in  respect  of  Stanley 
Burn  Cottage  and  Bank  Top  Earm  House.  Arrangements  were  also 
carried  out  to  rehouse  the  occupants  of  Broomwood  Huts.  These  wooden 
huts  are  40  years  of  age  and  would  have  been  closed  sooner  but  for  the 
shortage  of  housing  accommodation. 

A  caravan  in  Dolan’s  Eield,  Halfway  which  has  been  occupied  for 
many  years  was  demolished. 

Drainage  Work 

The  amount  of  new  drainage  work  carried  out  in  1961  was  consider¬ 
able,  due  to  the  extensive  additional  buildings  under  construction  at 
the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  and  in  connection  with  private  housing 
development  at  Park  Lane  and  Drawback  Close  where  nearly  150  houses 
were  built. 

Another  private  estate  of  51  houses  commenced  in  September  at 
Highfield  Lane  and  further  development  took  place  at  New  Ridley  Road, 
Stocksfield. 

Public  Conveniences 

These  conveniences  are  situated  at  Branch  End,  Stocksfield  and 
Road  Ends,  Prudhoe  and  have  been  the  subject  of  misuse  and  damage 
from  time  to  time  throughout  the  year.  A  determined  effort  has  been 
made  to  maintain  the  premises  in  clean  and  working  order  so  that  the 
public  using  them  wmdd  not  be  inconvenienced  but  at  times  such  wilful 
damage  has  been  done  that  this  was  practically  impossible.  However 
the  earliest  attention  was  given  to  these  matters  and  the  premises  restored 
to  good  order. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  (House  and  Trade  Refuse) 

The  above  service  has  been  carried  out  in  a  very  satisfactory  man¬ 
ner  ;  very  few  complaints  were  received  throughout  1961.  When  delays 
in  collection  occur  it  is  generally  due  to  the  absence  of  staff  and  the 
undermanning  of  vehicles  or  the  intervention  of  public  holidays. 

Unfortunately,  the  heaviest  time  for  refuse  collection  is  during  thi' 
winter  months  ot  November  to  the  end  of  March  when  roads  and  foot¬ 
paths  are  often  dangerous  due  to  weather  conditions  and  daylight  is  short. 
'Phis  is  usually  when  the  greatest  amount  of  sickness  occurs  and  during 
the  year  the  total  days  lost  by  men  in  the  Refuse  Collection  Department 
was  123.  At  the  same  time  however  the  number  of  hours  taken  to  collect 
refuse  has  been  reduced  from  8,000  in  1957/1958  to  6,619  in  1960/1961, 
a  reduction  of  2,181  hours. 

It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  seven  of  the  men  employed  arc 
over  55  years  of  age,  one  over  50,  two  over  40  and  the  other  man  over  30. 
Therefore,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  average  age  of  55  years  is  high,  indic¬ 
ating  that  the  type  of  work  is  not  particularly  sought  after  by  younger 
men. 

In  1958,  the  cost  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse  from  the  rates  was 
2S.  4.4d.,  in  the  £  since  when  in  successive  years  the  rate  poundage  for 
this  service  has  decreased  as  shown  : — 


s. 

d. 

T959  — 

2 

1-3 

i960  — 

I 

8.8 

1961  — 

I 

7-8 

This  shows  a  drop  in  rate  poundage  of  8.6  pence  and  reflects  the 
improvement  in  the  efficient  and  economical  working  of  the  service. 
The  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  by  the  following  three  vehicles  — 

1.  Karrier  J^L  986  i955  10  cubic  yards 

2.  S.  &  D.  NNL  624  1958  12  cubic  yards 

3.  Karrier  21  SBB  1961  7  cubic  yards 

Karrier  Bantam  ETY  298  of  7  cubic  yards  capacity  was  purchased 
in  May,  1951  and  is  kept  in  reserve. 


Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959 


”7 


llie  register  at  the  end  of  lyOi  was  as  follows  :• — 


Garages  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  lo 

Joiners’  and  Builders’  Premises  . .  . .  . .  7 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairers  . .  . .  . .  2 

Sanitary  Pipes  and  Brickworks  .  .  .  .  , .  3 

Blacksmiths  and  Light  Engineering  .  .  . .  2 

Battery  Charging  . .  . .  ,  ,  .  ,  3 

Chemical  Works  .  .  . .  . .  .  ,  .  ,  1 

Sand  and  Gravel  Extraction  ,  .  .  .  , .  i 

Miscellaneous  (Building  operations,  etc.)  ,  .  i() 


45 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 
Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(I)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  .  .  .  .  .  • 

^3 

28 

(II)  Factories  not  included  in 
(I)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Au¬ 
thority 

19 

3t> 

2 

(III)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers’  Premises) 

3 

8 

Total 

45 

72 

2 

— 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Referred 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
pro¬ 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To 

H.M.I. 

By 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  .  . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  Separate  for  Sexes.  . 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences  (not  including 
Offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Outwork 

'I'licrc  are  no  outworkers. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Under  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Urngs  Act,  1955  the  following 


types  of  premises  are  dealt  with  ;■ — • 

Butchers  .  .  .  .  5 

Canteens  .  .  .  .  2 

Clubs  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Fried  Fish  Sho]’)S  .  .  3 

General  Dealers  .  .  47 

Hospital  Kitchens  .  .  2 

Public  Houses  .  .  9 

School  Kitchens  .  .  5 

Snack  Bars  .  .  .  .  i 


78 

The  number  of  travelling  shops  and  sales  vans  has  increased  and 
inspections  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  of  these  \^ehicles. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Inspection  of  Food 

Unsouvd  Food  Surrendered. 


Beef 

12 

lbs. 

Mutton 

.58 

lbs. 

Corned  Beef,  Jellied  Veal  and 

Chopped  Ham  and  Pork  .  . 

33 

lbs. 

Chicken 

TO 

lbs. 

Various  Canned  Foods,  etc..  .  917  contrs. 

Disposal  of  Unsound  Food 

Some  unsound  food  has  been  disposed  of  by  incineration  and  the 
remainder  by  burying  in  the  West  Wylam  Refuse  Tip. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Section  24  —  Sale  of  Horse  Flesh 

There  are  no  premises  dealing  in  horse  flesh. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Section  16  —  Registration  of  Premises 
(Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  and  of  Sausages,  etc.) 

There  are  47  premises  registered  under  this  section  of  the  act, 
eight  where  food  is  prepared,  three  fried  fish  shops  and  36  for  the  sale 
of  ice  cream  all  of  which  is  prepacked  and  sold  direct  from  a  refrigerator. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947 

The  manufacture  of  ice  cream  is  carried  out  at  one  place  on1v 
and  inspections  have  been  made  from  time  to  time. 

Sampling  of  Ice  Cream 

Twenty  two  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  from  retailers  and 
examined  at  the  Public  Health  I.aboratory,  Newcastle  during  the  year. 
The  results  were  very  satisfactory  the  gradings  being  as  bdlows  : 

2T  samples  placed  in  Grade  I 
T  sample  placed  in  Grade  TT 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Section  63  —  Licensing  of  Slaughter  Houses 

There  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  use. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933  to  1954 

Two  persons  held  the  necessary  licence;  to  stun  and  slaugliier  animals 
for  human  consumption. 

Inspection  and  Control  of  Milk  Supplies 

The  examination  of  milk  sold  by  retail  in  the  district  was  carried 
out  by  the  Health  Department  of  the  Northumberland  ('ountv  ('ouncil 
Ten  samples  were  taken  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  269  -  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Number  of  licences  —  i. 

There  is  no  residential  caravan  site  in  the  district. 

Stables,  Manure  Pits  and  Piggeries 

Routine  inspections  have  been  made  bul  no  ]iarlicular  nuisauct- 
was  found. 

Disinfection  of  Premises 

The  disinfection  of  several  properties  was  carried  out. 

Disinfestation  of  Premises 

Nuisance  from  the  clover  mite  arose  during  the  summer  of  1961 
and  remedial  measures  were  necessary  to  control  the  trouble,  \mrious 
other  insects  have  been  the  cause  of  complaint  which  required  investig 
ation  and  suitable  action  to  be  taken. 

Places  of  Entertainment.  Circular  120  Ministry  of  Health. 

There  is  only  one  cinema  in  use  in  the  district. 

Offensive  Trades.  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  107. 

Restriction  on  establishment  of  offensive  trade  in  urban  district 

There  is  no  offensive  trade  in  the  district. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

There  is  no  pet  shop. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

No  specific  action  was  necessary  under  Ihis  ad. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

No  action  was  necessarv. 


Rodent  Control.  Pests  Act,  1949 

All  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  reeeived  tlieir  annual  treatinenl 
and  onee  again  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  regular  work  carried  out 
over  the  past  years  has  kept  the  sewers  clear  of  rat  infestation.  Warfarin 
0.1  and  0.5  has  been  used  exclusively  and  was  found  to  be  completely 
satisfactory.  The  rodent  operator  dealt  with  a  large  number  of  complaints 
and  every  effort  has  been  made  to  exterminate  rats  and  mice  wherever 
they  were  found. 


Type 

OF  Property 

i 

Non-Agri 

cultural 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(I) 

Local 

Author¬ 

ity 

(^) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc. Coun¬ 
cil  Houses) 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols,  (i) 
(2)  &  (3) 

(5) 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

I.  Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 

12 

3067 

87 

3166 

27 

2.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  as  a  result  of  : — 

(a)  Notification  .  . 

45 

14 

59 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

12 

109 

4^ 

163 

24 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for  some 
other  purpose) 

102 

i'3-i 

8 

3.  Total  inspections  carried 
out  including  reinspections 

30 

172 

48 

250 

27 

4.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  (in  Section  2) 
which  were  found  to  be  in¬ 
fested  by  : 

(a)  Rats  Major 

Minor 

f) 

4cS 

I 

55 

— 

(b)  Mice  Major 

> 

' — 

. — 

2 

— 

Minor 

2 

60 

h 

68 

— 

5.  Number  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  (in  Section  4)  treat¬ 
ed  by  the  L.A. 

10 

108 

7 

125 

6,  Total  treatments  carried 
out  including  retreatments 

12 

87 

7 

106 

— 

3^ 


Conclusion 

During  iy(>i  a  further  loo  council  houses  were  completed  at  West 
VVylam  Estate  and  95  private  houses  built  and  occupied  at  Drawback 
Close,  Park  Lane  and  New  Ridlc}^  Road,  Stocksfield. 

Another  private  estate  was  commenced  at  Highfield  Lane  'where 
51  houses  are  to  be  built. 

Some  tenants  of  houses  in  South  Row  and  Middle  Row,  Eltringham 
were  rehoused  at  West  Wylam  and  it  was  hoped  that  all  the  occupants 
of  the  condemned  houses  in  Eltringham  would  be  rehoused  in  modern 
houses  early  in  1962. 

Demolition  of  condemned  houses  commenced  at  Mickley  Square. 

Since  1956,  slum  clearance  work  has  dealt  with  516  unfit  houses 
in  clearance  areas  and  in  addition  a  further  nine  individual  houses  have 
been  either  closed  or  demolished  indicating  that  the  Council’s  record  in 
this  work  is  quite  an  achievement.  With  regard  to  future  slum  clearance, 
it  is  expected  that  the  next  two  years  rvill  practically  complete  the 
remaining  programme  as  the  numbers  involved  are  relatively  small. 

I  again  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  Miss  J.  Gray,  Shorthand/ 
Typist  and  Clerk  in  the  Department  for  her  help  and  assistance. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  G.  TWEDDLE, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 


